June 6, 2017

I close by thanking the people who
worked day in and day out on this, in-
cluding the staffs for Chairman ISAK-
SON and Ranking Member TESTER.
Adam Reece and Jorge Rueda worked
tirelessly on the bill. I thank Hazen
Marshall and Tom Hawkins with Sen-
ator MCCONNELL’s office. I thank our
cloakroom staff—Laura Dove, Chris
Tuck, and Tony Hanagan—for their
work in getting this bill here today.

On my own personal staff, I thank
J.R. Sanchez, who has worked on this
personally for 2% to 3 years. I don’t
know what he is going to do with his
time now because he has spent so much
time and passion on this, and he knows
many of these veterans personally.

This is a good day, and I look forward
to eventually getting this bill over to
the President’s office so that account-
ability and improvement in perform-
ance can finally come to the VA and so
that the men and women who have
taken care of us will finally be taken
care of the way they deserve.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
ScoTT). The Senator from Georgia.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I thank
Senator RUBIO, who has been a stead-
fast leader on this issue for years.

People have heard the term ‘‘years”
mentioned. It is plural. We have
worked on this thing for a long time. It
started coming together last year, but
it fell apart at the last minute. Thanks
to the Senator’s work and the work of
the committee and the staffs on both
committees and the leadership on the
Democratic side—Mr. TESTER’s and
mine—we found a way to do what, as I
said in my opening remarks earlier—3
hours ago—is an act of Divine Provi-
dence. None of us really ever planned
that this bill would come to the floor
on the 73rd anniversary of the invasion
of Normandy.

It was a great day in American his-
tory and world history when the evil
German empire—Adolf Hitler—was de-
stroyed by the Allied Forces and the
United States of America. It is only ap-
propriate that on the anniversary of
that date 73 years later, we say to
those who have worn the uniform and
who wear the uniform, who represent
us every day and fight for us and ask
nothing in return: We will see to it
that you get what you were promised
in terms of healthcare and benefits,
and we will be sure you have a mecha-
nism to hold it accountable in order to
give you the type of service as a vet-
eran that you gave to us when you
fought for our country.

I will repeat what has been said by
the others in thanking the staff mem-
bers who have worked so hard. This has
not been an easy battle. It has ap-
peared easy because nobody has been
down here, arguing. All of the argu-
ments are over. The veterans won.
Doing the right thing won. It all would
not have happened had it not been for
a lot of hard-working staff.

I thank JON TESTER and his staff, on
the Democratic side, for all of their
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work on this. I want to particularly
thank the Republican staffers who
worked countless, tireless hours in
order to make this take place: Staff Di-
rector Tom Bowman, Amanda Mere-
dith, Adam Reece, Gretchan Blum,
Kristen Hines, Maureen O’Neill, Leslie
Campbell, David Shearman, Jillian
Workman, Thomas Coleman, John Ash-
ley, Mitchell Sylvest, and Heather
Vachon.

We could not have done what we did
nor would we have been here today
without their help. Yet, as has always
been true, we would not as a country
have been here today nor would we
have ever existed had it not been for
the brave men and women who bore the
battle—who fought the battle—who de-
fended our country and made sure we
had the opportunity to become what is
now acknowledged around the world—
the greatest government on the face of
this Earth.

On this day, the anniversary of the
invasion of Normandy on D-day, we are
guaranteeing our veterans the type of
service that they fought for and de-
serve. God bless America, and God
bless the veterans who proudly serve
America day in and day out in every
uniform around the world.

In the absence of another speaker, I
yield back the remaining time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
is yielded back.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall it pass?

The bill (S. 1094), as amended, was
passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,

with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.

CAPITO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
The Senator from Rhode Island.

GASPEE DAYS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I come to the Senate floor every
year around this time to discuss an im-
portant incident in the history of
Rhode Island largely overlooked in the
history books, certainly overlooked in
consequence to its importance.

We have to understand that we Rhode
Islanders have always had a pretty
fierce independent streak. The Colony
of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-
tions was founded by Roger Williams
and others fleeing the harsh ideological
conformity of the Massachusetts theoc-
racy. Our 1663 charter, describing the
colony as a ‘‘lively experiment,” is the
first formal document in all of history
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granting to a political entity the sepa-
ration of church and state, along with
unprecedented freedoms of speech.

Rhode Island was the first colony to
declare its independence from Britain,
on the Fourth of May, 1776—2 months
before the rest of you did on the
Fourth of July—and we were the last
colony to join the Union, waiting for
an independent Bill of Rights. Like I
said, an independent streak.

Colonial Rhode Islanders chafed at
the inequities of British rule, espe-
cially the disruption of our liberty at
sea. We are the Ocean State. Living
and working on the water has always
been a Rhode Island way of life. As ten-
sions with the American Colonies grew,
however, King George III stationed rev-
enue cutters, armed Customs patrol
vessels, in the waters of Narragansett
Bay to prevent smuggling, enforce the
payment of taxes, and impose British
sovereignty.

In 1764, after a British ship called the
HMS St. John stole goods from Newport
merchants, a group of Rhode Islanders
seized control of Fort George on Goat
Island in Newport Harbor and fired
cannons on the vessel.

In 1769, the HMS Liberty, a sloop con-
fiscated by the British from none other
than John Hancock and repurposed as
a Customs vessel, was boarded, scut-
tled, and burned by a mob of angry
Rhode Islanders.

In 1772, on a dark night, a band of
Rhode Islanders destroyed the HMS
Gaspee, one of the most hated imperial
ships, drawing what the Rhode Island
abolitionist Frances Whipple McDou-
gall called, in 1884, ‘‘The first blood in
the Revolution.”

The Gaspee and its captain, Lieuten-
ant William Dudingston, were known
for destroying Rhode Islanders’ vessels,
seizing their cargo, and flagging down
ships to harass, humiliate, and interro-
gate the Colonials. As historian Steven
Park describes in his new book, ‘“The
Burning of His Majesty’s Schooner
Gaspee: An Attack on Crown Rule Be-
fore the American Revolution,” the
Gaspee was an unwelcome, even hated,
presence in Narragansett Bay. Rhode
Island Deputy Gov. Darius Sessions
complained to Gov. Joseph Wanton, in
March 1772, that Lieutenant
Dudingston had ‘‘no legal authority to
justify his conduct, and his commission
. . . [was] more of a fiction than any-
thing else.”

When British authorities assured
Governor Wanton that Dudingston was
there to protect the Rhode Island col-
ony from pirates, the Governor replied
that he didn’t know whether
Dudingston was protecting them from
pirates or was the pirate himself.

On June 9, 1772, all this tension came
to a head. On this day, Rhode Island
Captain Benjamin Lindsey was en
route to Providence from Newport in
his ship the Hannah. He was ordered by
the hated Gaspee to halt for inspection.
Captain Lindsey refused, and he raced
up Narragansett Bay—despite warning
shots fired at the Hannah. The Gaspee
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